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California Farmland 1984 - 2014

• 1.4 million acres have been removed from farming uses

• 79 % of farmland conversions were to urban

• 47% of conversion were from PRIME Farmland



Bay Area Agriculture Today
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* At the time of the publishing of this data, the FMMP had not completed data on Sonoma County and so it is excluded.
**  In San Mateo, loss of farmland occurs but its not as much due to urbanization as it is to fallowing (estate properties taking irrigated land and not farming it).



Are LAFCO’s Doing Their Job?
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In areas where farmland surrounds cities, 
how can LAFCOs fulfill their mandate to 
conserve farmland without considering 
the amount of land needed for growth 

based on types of land use and 
densities?



“Despite the policies and procedures of the 
Cortese-Knox Act, the loss of prime 
agricultural and open space lands 
continues to occur at an alarming pace.”

- Growth Within Bounds
Report of the the Commission on 
Local Governance for the 21st Century



“The Commission recommends that
policies to protect agricultural and 
open space lands and other resources 
be strengthened.

When making a decision, LAFCO must 
consider urban limit lines, densities, 
in-fill opportunities, and regional 
growth goals and policies.” 



LAFCO Leadership

 Mitigation
 Buffers 
 Reducing size of spheres
 Consideration of needs & densities



What are the consequences?

 Uncertainty
 Land speculation & price inflation
 Disinvestment in agriculture
 Decline in Williamson participation
 Decreased regional resiliency to 

climate change 
 Decrease in ecosystem services
 Missed opportunities to invest in 

our great cities and towns





www.farmland.org

Feel free to contact me @

Serena Unger

sunger@farmland.org

415-336-2981

No Farms

No Food

mailto:sunger@farmland.org

